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Title 29 - Labor
Subtitle B - Regulations Relating to Labor
Chapter XVII - Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Department of Labor
Part 1926 - Safety and Health Regulations for Construction
Subpart G - Signs, Signals, and Barricades

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 333; 29 U.S.C. 653, 655, 657; Secretary of Labor's Order No. 12-71 (36 FR 8754), 8-76 (41 FR 25059), 9-83
(48 FR 35736), 3-2000 (65 FR 50017), 5-2002 (67 FR 65008), 5-2007 (72 FR 31159), 4-2010 (75 FR 55355), or 1-2012 (77 FR
3912), as applicable; and 29 CFR part 1911.

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 3704; 29 U.S.C. 653, 655, and 657; and Secretary of Labor's Order No. 12-71 (36 FR 8754), 8-76 (41 FR
25059), 9-83 (48 FR 35736), 1-90 (55 FR 9033), 6-96 (62 FR 111), 3-2000 (65 FR 50017), 5-2002 (67 FR 65008), 5-2007 (72 FR
31159), 4-2010 (75 FR 55355), 1-2012 (77 FR 3912), or 8-2020 (85 FR 58393), as applicable; and 29 CFR part 1911, unless
otherwise noted Sections 1926.58, 1926.59, 1926.60, and 1926.65 also issued under 5 U.S.C. 553 and 29 CFR part 1911.
Section 1926.61 also issued under 49 U.S.C. 1801-1819 and 5 U.S.C. 553. See Part 1926 for more

Source: 44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6, 1979, unless otherwise noted.

§ 1926.200 Accident prevention signs and tags.

This content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unoDcial.

(a) General. Signs and symbols required by this subpart shall be visible at all times when work is being
performed, and shall be removed or covered promptly when the hazards no longer exist.

(b) Danger signs.

(1) Danger signs shall be used only where an immediate hazard exists, and shall follow the
speciCcations illustrated in Figure 1 of ANSI Z35.1-1968 or in Figures 1 to 13 of ANSI Z535.2-2011,
incorporated by reference in § 1926.6.

(2) Danger signs shall have red as the predominating color for the upper panel; black outline on the
borders; and a white lower panel for additional sign wording.

(c) Caution signs.

(1) Caution signs shall be used only to warn against potential hazards or to caution against unsafe
practices, and shall follow the speciCcations illustrated in Figure 4 of ANSI Z35.1-1968 or in Figures
1 to 13 of ANSI Z535.2-2011, incorporated by reference in § 1926.6.

(2) Caution signs shall have yellow as the predominating color; black upper panel and borders: yellow
lettering of “caution” on the black panel; and the lower yellow panel for additional sign wording. Black
lettering shall be used for additional wording.

Editorial Notes: 1. At 44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979, and corrected at 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6, 1979, OSHA reprinted
without change the entire text of 29 CFR part 1926 together with certain General Industry Occupational Safety and
Health Standards contained in 29 CFR part 1910, which have been identiCed as also applicable to construction
work. This republication developed a single set of OSHA regulations for both labor and management forces within
the construction industry.
2. Nomenclature changes to part 1926 appear at 84 FR 21597, May 14, 2019.
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(3) The standard color of the background shall be yellow; and the panel, black with yellow letters. Any
letters used against the yellow background shall be black. The colors shall be those of opaque
glossy samples as speciCed in Table 1 of ANSI Z53.1-1967 or in Table 1 of ANSI
Z535.1-2006(R2011), incorporated by reference in § 1926.6.

(d) Exit signs. Exit signs, when required, shall be lettered in legible red letters, not less than 6 inches high, on a
white Celd and the principal stroke of the letters shall be at least three-fourths inch in width.

(e) Safety instruction signs. Safety instruction signs, when used, shall be white with green upper panel with
white letters to convey the principal message. Any additional wording on the sign shall be black letters on
the white background.

(f) Directional signs. Directional signs, other than automotive traDc signs speciCed in paragraph (g) of this
section, shall be white with a black panel and a white directional symbol. Any additional wording on the
sign shall be black letters on the white background.

(g) Tra�c control signs and devices.

(1) At points of hazard, construction areas shall be posted with legible traDc control signs and
protected by traDc control devices.

(2) The design and use of all traDc control devices, including signs, signals, markings, barricades, and
other devices, for protection of construction workers shall conform to Part 6 of the MUTCD
(incorporated by reference, see § 1926.6).

(h) Accident prevention tags.

(1) Accident prevention tags shall be used as a temporary means of warning employees of an existing
hazard, such as defective tools, equipment, etc. They shall not be used in place of, or as a substitute
for, accident prevention signs.
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[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6, 1979, as amended at 58 FR 35173, June 30, 1993; 67 FR 57736, Sept. 12, 2002; 69
FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004; 78 FR 35567, June 13, 2013; 78 FR 66642, Nov. 6, 2013; 84 FR 21577, May 14, 2019]

(2) For accident prevention tags, employers shall follow speciCcations that are similar to those in
Figures 1 to 4 of ANSI Z35.2-1968 or Figures 1 to 8 of ANSI Z535.5-2011, incorporated by reference
in § 1926.6.

(i) Additional rules. ANSI Z35.1-1968, ANSI Z535.2-2011, ANSI Z35.2-1968, and ANSI Z535.5-2011,
incorporated by reference in § 1926.6, contain rules in addition to those speciCcally prescribed in this
subpart. The employer shall comply with ANSI Z35.1-1968 or ANSI Z535.2-2011, and ANSI Z35.2-1968 or
Z535.5-2011, with respect to such additional rules.
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